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TflwV h the catcNartt th&t J uill 
make uith the h&me #/ Israel 
after thoie days* tajf the- ijtrd: 
I will pHl my tarn into their 
mi/ah a/sd utile thrift flfl their 
heafti. I wHl he their God and 
thry shall he my pte&pfe. 

— JmrnMM 31:33 
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Gkuick ot ike Qmmacuiate CsoncebttOH 



Dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception is the focal point of the Saint Mary- 
of-the-Woods campus. 

The cornerstone was laid in Iftfttf, and the Italian Renais- 
sance church, built of Indiana limestone, was complete*! and 
consecrated in 1907, 

ARCHITECTURE 

ihr b.i •.: . pJaci ui Mil ttiutfujg b (Tucifiann nilfa in apse 
or semi-dome, transept and a broad central nave. Above the 
pillars on each side of the church are the gaJlcr ies built in 
the traditbcwi of Christian basilicas 'like row and gray marWc 
pillars are from the quafries of Georgia, as also are the green 
snirble sanctuary step*. 

The color scheme of the inside of the church varies from 
the dank oiive green of the floor to the light green and rose 
hues of the walls and the cream and gold of the sunken 
coffer ceiling. 

The marble floor of the sanctuary, laid in L9>7, is nude up 



of cream Bolticina with white marble square inlays outlined 
with corners of Belgian black arid centers of light rose marble. 

THE ALTARS 

The main altar is nude of Carrara marble trimmed with 
Pavonaszo It is in Renaissance design and rises thirty-one 
feet in height. Four sections rise one above the other in 
horizontal lines: the table support, the tabernacle section, the 
exposition section and the marble scroll-braced niche contain- 
ing the statue of the Sacred Heart. 

Jn the center of the frontal of the altar is sculptured the 
Lamb of tite Apocalypse on tite Book with seven seals, and 
on cail 1 side Lcwceia the marble stroll -brackets are (Ik Greek 
Utters spnbylu <»i tr»e unity of God* Alpha and Omega, 

The gold plated tabernacle door with the letters L H, 5. in 
high relief was made from the family heirlooms presented to 
the Sisters. The exposition throne h lined with gold Venetian 
mosak:, more than 110,000 pieces, as is also the niche above, 
which contain.* the statue of the Sacred Heart. 



Tl*c stacues of Saint 
Joseph and the Biased 
Virgin, as weH as those 
on the other altars, arc 
of Carrara. Under the 
altar of the Blessed Vir- 
gin are she relics of Stint 
Urban* pope and martyr, 
A casket wiihin the re- 
cufflbenl wax figure con- 
tains (he larger bones 
of the saint. Under the 
altar of Saint Joseph 
are the relics of Saint 
Theodore, nwtrtyr, As 
in the Ctsfi of Saint Ur- 
baii, the casket contains 
nearly all Lhc bones ex- 
cept chute of pne hand. 
The relics of both saints 
were presented by l*ope Gregory- XVI 10 Bishop de la Hail- 
andiere in 184*. The Bishop on his return from Rorne pre- 
sented the relics to Mother Theodore. 

Ihc two .iltjrv in the Cfinw-pt on the eptttle side are dedi> 
rated to Saint Ann ami Saint Joachim, prents of the Filesscd 




Ttt* Rmjr) A/ur an rhe 

tiJr if xftr ifstirth. 
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Virgin, and to the Jesuit saints, Aloysius, John Bctdunarts and 
Stanislaus, respectively The two corresponding altars on the 
gospel side are dedicated to the Holy Rosary, with Saints 
Domini< and Cadiennc of Saena, and to Saints Agatha, Ague.* 
and Cecilia, virgin martyrs. The teredos of (Ik: Rosary Altar 
lias been called by good fudges of sculpture the finest piece 
m ;bc church. The two statues above the piEfirs at the begin- 
ning of the nave are those of Sain* Rose of Lima and Saint 
Teresa of AvjJa 




i inm frfinj the &jit* oj the f bun ft d&ten the side Mile 

SauarJ ffn- -J/a? o/ /Ac IiirtieJ Vir$iw. 



The Stations of the Way of the 
Crow were executed in Munich and 
were installed at die time the church 
was finished, About 1890. 

T*hc lioljr water; fonts a* the en- 
trance of the church arc cut I nut) 
Pavonauctto marble. They are acta- 
£0nal in form to conform to lite 
ancient Christian symbolum of the 
figure eiithc, which stands ioc regen- 
eration. 11m? walls of the central 
vestibole are lined with Pavonuzctio 
marble. 

T:i. nurbfc ■ ■: Cbl ilUr r.iiiir,^ r. 
Skyn»fc a rare and beautiful veined 
marble which comes from an island in the Aegean Sea and 
m which many ancirnt monuments in (irrerc were fault, ] ii 
marble quarry, it is believed, *"** worked in site time of Christ, 
4 ben fell into disuse and was re- discovered in the 1 9th century, 
The three steps leading up to the main altar arc of dirk 
Pavonauetto marble. 




• SiatwO of t&* CrOtt. 
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mi: PAINTINGS 

The mural paintings in the church are by the late lriad«tieus 
von Zukotynski of Munich and Chicago. The fresco in the 
semi -dome represent* the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mar}' with the symbol of the serpent beneath 
her feet. To her left is the archangel Gabriel, and on her 
li^Jn is the archangel Michael. Tlw semi -dome is a mural 
and there are paintings of the four Evangelists in the arcade 
beneath the dome. The Ascension on the center of d*e 
tcilmg, I lie Flight imo Egypt a! the right and the Return 
from Olivary at the left a*e light printed canvases. 




THE WINDOWS 

The stained glass windows 
from the Bavarian Art Insti- 
tute, Munich, lie said by ex- 
perts to represent the greatest 
perfection of this Bavarian 
art. The windows in the north 
and south transepts, « well 
as the windows in the nave, 
depict scenes from the lives 
of Christ and His Mother- 
Near Ihe end of the church 
*nd opposite cadi other are 
the two great types of the 
Bkssed Virgin in the Old 
Testament, Judith and Esther; 
and opposite cadi in the list 
(wo windows are tl*c Prophet 
Isaiah, who foretold the virgin 
motherhcKKl. and David, Our 
Lady's ancestor. The irriention in choosing these designs for 
Ihe windows and other ornament* of the ehunrh was to rep 
resent is many pluses a* possible of devotion to the Mother 
of God, 




# SfdttSfJ gtdM uMq*t MP 

pitting lit QJd TesJamenf 
story */ Eishrt before Kim$ 
AssnerMSr 



Symbols of many invoca- 
tions of the litany of Our 
Lady can be seen in the- f riezt 
around the cove of the ceiling 
of the church and ihe em- 
blems Ln eelkf between the 
upper arches of the pillars 
above the gallery. *H*c twelre 
Maltese crosses painted at in 
lervals on the walls arc the 
ecclesiastical designation for 
a consecrated ehunli. 




Ptiwfwg vf tkr Attemrwi #/ Our 
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THE ORGAN >" *** **** * f ** «** r wWl * *** 

rounds the ruve is & Casivanr organ, 
made bjr the Casavsn* Freres (ampiny of Saint Hyacinth, 
Canada. The Organ has three nuntuLs, twenty-seven ranks 
And approximately 1,700 pipes. The dedicatory witaJ was 
given on December S, 1<WV 

Hung in (he Cower of the church is a chime of dew 
belli timed to the key of D_ The totil weight of the bdls 
i* 13*1)0 pounds, The bcll& wefc cast of tin and copper 
by the MtSune Bell Foundry Company of Baltimore and 
installed in 1910. A name and a Latin inscription arc en- 
graved on each bell, m each bdl was Messed in the name of 



one or more wini$, the letter M signifying the iuim of Mar}'. 
According to an aj^-old ritual, the bells were blessed on 
December 2, 1910. 

THE CRYPT 

Bdow the church proper h the crypt dupcl where the 
Blessed Sacrament i* also reserved, the second of the djgM 
i hands on die grounds. App-roxartutcly beneath the dark 
green saixtua-ry Heps of the church is the tomb chapel of 
the Foundress, Mother Theodore Girfrin, who died on May 
14. ia56„ and whose Cause for Beatification was inlroduccd 
H Rome in L9I4. Her body was exhumed from lite grave in 



A (jtijtJHi org*M r* the rt*f of the thxtir which 

ittrr&ntft the rUPt. 



I&mk ikjjtfi a! I&uttdttsi Mother Thttxiw 

G*t*rtrt, i'.i. JIV.J krmrjih the ihttTfh, 



A view of the imuiMTj? *j rA* £ffp* l*c*JteJ 
hetifjtth the chttreh pr&per. 




the convent cemetery on December 3 r 1W7, and transferred 
to the vault in the crypt. A collection of souvenirs of Mother 
Theodore is found in cliis. chapel. 

In the alcove over the vaults is a replica of the Holy 
Image sent co Sister Saint Francis by Moiukut Leon Djpont r 
(he f*mcd Holy Mm of Tours, Blessed by Pope Pius IX for 
the Sisters of Providence, il»c Image is displayed on in altar 
of inlaid wood designed arid constructed by WiJItint Klurfi, 
cabinet maker for the Sisters for many years. Above the 
Image is a reltf of the 1rue Crosse 

In the anftcdidJYibct to the tomb chapel is a vast collection 
of first and second class relief, begun in IS-IO by the pioneer 
Sisiers of die Congregation and added to by various bishops. 
After a careful investigation And examination of documents, 
the Most Reverend l r _ 5, Qutard, Bishop of Indianapolis, 
iwilirrixd die authentication of each relic about the time of 
the consecration of tin* church. 

In the sanctuary of the crypt proper b .1 simple liturgical 
altar constructed in the workshop of the institution from 
woods on the grounds, Here also are the representations of 
the Etee Homo, CaJvafy, and a Grotto of Our Lady of 
Lourdes. Placed hy the pillars; in the nave are statues of 
various saints. 











Ojit f^iffc *J /A* tumpttf. 



Vhittcijtr*pbf hy Miiy Stephen* ami Gloria Wegrrun 



